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2025/2026 Directors and Officers

President – Kelly Friend, Florida
President-Elect - Brian Verhougstraete, Michigan
Director – Patrick Farquhar, North Carolina
Director – Sarah Caffery, Indiana
At Large Director -Bob Blankenburg, Alaska

At Large Director – Otto Oemig, Wisconsin 
Past President – Gretchen Paluch, Iowa
SFIREG Chair - Steve Dwinell, Vermont
Executive Secretary- Amy Sullivan 
Treasurer - Gabrielle Sather-Olson



AAPCO’S MISSION

To represent states in the development, implementation, 
and communication of sound public policies and programs 
related to the sale, use, transport, and disposal of 
pesticides.



How does AAPCO accomplish the mission?
• Annual Meeting and Conference

• Full SFIREG and JWCs

• Networking and coordination efforts
• Co-regulators/All state calls
• Associations (multiple liaisons established)



Regularly 
Scheduled 
Activities for 
AAPCO

• Monthly AAPCO Board of 
Director’s Meetings

• Monthly meetings with EPA 
OPP Leadership 

• Monthly meetings with EPA 
OECA Leadership 



Keeping it all on the radar
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• State & Tribal Assistance Grant (STAG) Funding
• Support for coordinated work with Pesticide Safety Education 

Programs (PSEPs)
• Certification and Training Plan Implementation
• EPA Endangered Species Strategies and Implementation
• Digital Labeling/Web-Distributed Labeling
• PRIA 5 – Bilingual Labeling
• Pesticide Registration Decisions



Committees
• Check Sample Program -  Ping Wan, OISC 

• Laboratory Committee - Ashley Pierce, VA

• Nominations – Gretchen Paluch, IA

• PIRT Steering – Bob Blankenburg, AK

• PREP Steering – Kelly Friend, FL

• SFIREG - Steve Dwinell, VT

• Pesticide Operations and Management (POM) – Ernie Lugo, AZ

• Environmental Quality Issues (EQI) – Raj Mann, MN

• Endangered Species Strategy Implementation (ESI) -Kevin Kern, MI



Standing Committees

• Spring 2026 Meeting – Brian 
Verhougstraete, MI

• Worker Protection - Kelly Friend, FL  
and Patrick Farquhar, NC

• Life Membership & Memorials -  
Pat Jones, NC



Workgroups

• Industry Relations - Derrick Lastinger, GA and Janet Hou, BASF

• Pollinator Protection - Pat Jones, NC

• 25(b) Improvement - Daniel Duer, PA, Samantha Tochen, WA and Kim Nemeth, 
Procter & Gamble

• Technology -  Nathan Davis, OISC 

• Endangered Species – Harris Walters, FL and Kelly Navinsky-Wenzl, KS 

• E-Commerce - Toby Primbs, OR 

• Meeting Arrangements – Steve Dwinell, VT

• NEW! Devices – Jolynn Morris, CO and Kim Nemeth, Procter & Gamble



Liaisons

• AAPSE – Amanda Strouse - DE

• ASPCRO – John Pitcock, KY

• NASDA – Kelly Friend, FL

• PPDC – TBD

• TPSA – Rob Hofsetter, MD



2025-2026 AAPCO Activities

• Monitored SFIREG grant and State & Tribal Assistance 
Grant (STAG) funding and hosted call with state lead 
agencies to share information on budget 
developments.

• Created three informational guides to include an 
Overview of State/Federal Co-Regulatory Framework, 
a FIFRA Roadmap, and a SFIREG Infographic.

• Dicamba comments to EPA requesting clear, 
enforceable labels, supporting state 
flexibility/collateral labels, and encouraging 
engagement with SLAs.
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20XX Pitch Deck
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THANK YOU!

Kelly Friend
AAPCO President

   
   

https://aapco.org/

https://aapco.org/
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