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Pesticide Regulation in Canada: Shared Responsibilities

Federal Provincial/Territorial Municipal
Health Canada Environment Ministries « By-laws for
* Department responsible for administration of « Transportation, sale, use, further conditions
the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA) and its storage and disposal. (e.g. restrictions) on
Regulations. « Training, certification, use or sales where
licensing of applicators authority exists and in
 New pesticide and pesticide use registration, and and vendors. accordance with federal
post market through science-based health, « Spills, accidents and disposal. standards.

environment and value assessments.
Agriculture Ministries

* Regulates pesticide-related activities: « Support to agricultural
manufacturing, importation, distribution productivity and growers.
(advertising and sale), transportation, «  Promote compliance related
storage, possession, and use under the PCPA. to pesticide use.

Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA)

» Facilitates the flow of legitimate travellers
and trade. Enforces more than 100 acts
and regulations, including the PCPA.




Regulating Pesticides — Within Health Canada
A shared responsibility between two Health Canada branches

» Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)
« Responsible for evaluating and registering pesticides under the authority of the Pest Control Products Act.

 PMRA applies current, evidence-based scientific approaches to assess whether the health and
environmental risks of pesticides proposed for registration are acceptable, and if the products have value.

» Re-evaluation of registered pesticides ensure that they continue to have acceptable risk to human health
and the environment and have acceptable value.

» Regulatory Operations and Enforcement Branch (ROEB)

Health Canada’s compliance and enforcement lead Branch that informs and protects Canadians from health
risks associated with products, substances, and their environment.

« Compliance promotion, compliance verification and enforcement activities related to the Pest Control
Products Act.

o Including C&E Program development functions for risk-based, nationally consistent delivery: Quality
management system, IT systems, Inspector designation/training/safety, data analytics.

» C&E perspective into regulatory and policy development.
» C&E regulatory cooperation. ‘



Pesticide Compliance Program Overview

Mandate

The Pesticide Compliance Program is responsible for promoting, verifying and enforcing compliance
with the Pest Control Products Act and its Regulations of those sectors that manufacture, sell,

distribute, import or use pesticides in Canada.

Main Objectives
» To prevent unauthorized pesticides from being available on the Canadian market.

» To see that authorized pesticides are imported, manufactured, distributed and used in accordance with the
conditions established by Health Canada.

Core Activities
Using a risk-based approach and guided by principles of fairness, consistency and impartiality:
« Conducts compliance promotion activities.
» Verifies compliance proactively/reactively of registrants, importers, distributors, users.
» Takes enforcement action to address non-compliance and associated risks.



The Regulated Community under the Pest Control Products Act

Regulated Parties Approximate Number

Marketplace (Retailers and Distributors)

 Domestic pesticide vendors (brick & mortar stores) 45,000
« Licensed commercial vendors 6,455
* Third party selling platforms
Agricultural Users Over 190,000
Non-Agricultural Users
42,000

» Licensed Professional Pesticide Applicators
* Industrial users




Recent Results

FY 2023-24 at a Glance

» 122 compliance promotion activities

» 955 inspections
« 609 planned
« 341 demand-driven (e.g. complaints)

» 1622 referrals from Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) (81% refusal rate)

» 1886 enforcement actions issued to non-compliant parties
« 1831 Warning Letters (including 1311 for illegal importations)
« 42 Compliance Orders
8 Notices of violations (total value: $223,000 in penalties)
« 5 Seizures
» 431 responses to enquiries (public, regulated parties)




Recent Results (Cont'd)

FY 2023-24 Compliance Verification (CV)

Compliance verification activities include both planned and demand-driven inspections to determine if
regulated parties are meeting applicable legal requirements.

/700

609
600
500
400 341
300 59 213
200 152 138
90
70
100 15 43 I . Recommandations to
0 — L Canadian Border

Registrants Ag-Users Non-Ag Users Marketplace Total Services Agency: 1622

m Planned inspections ® Reactive inspections (e.g., complaints)




Current Priorities

FY 2024-25 Priorities by Sector

SECTOR ACTIVITIES

REGISTRANTS » Regular inspections to verify compliance with PCPA
» Focussed inspections linked to re-evaluation decisions (label amendments and
cancellations)
» Pest Control Products Sales Information Reporting Regulations

IMPORT » CBSA referrals and marketplace-related border activities

USERS » Agricultural and Non-Agricultural
« On-farm (e.g. grapes, potatoes)
« Licensed pest control operators (lawncare, structural)
« Golf courses

MARKETPLACE » Distribution in the brick & mortar marketplace
 Distribution centres (hardware, pharmacy, grocery, pet stores)
 International stores/outlets
> Online distribution by 3" party vendors on platforms and on social media
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Highlight on Evolving Approach to Prevent lllegal Pesticides in Canada

» Continued engagement with 39 party resell platforms to remove / prevent postings of illegal
pesticides

Examples of Outcomes

* Products removed on an ongoing manner

» Blocking mechanisms in-place for selling unregistered pesticides

» Blocking mechanisms in-place for selling unregistered pesticides to Canadians
 Third-party vendors info provided to HC for follow-up enforcement

» Informing Canadians about risks linked to unregistered products
» Health Canada Public Advisory: Dichlorvos (DDVP)
« Analysis of illegal products in marketplace




Highlight on Evolving Approach to Prevent lllegal Pesticides in Canada (Cont'd)

» Oversight on novel entities of online distribution chains

» Intervening beyond Canadian borders
« Enforcement on international vendors
« Blocking access on websites to prevent purchasing

Examples of Outcomes

International vendors ¢ Provision of merchant information

websites « Mechanisms to block sales to Canadian
Internet services * Provision of merchant information
providers * Requiring mechanisms to block sales to Canadian

» Increasing use of import data analytics (CBSA & courrier)




Highlight on Compliance Promotion

» A core function of the Program’s mandate.

» Activities to increase awareness, inform and support compliance with PCPA/PCPR requirements:

« Presentations to associations
« EXxhibit booths at trade shows
« Development & distribution of compliance promotion materials to regulated parties:

o Fact Sheets on re-evaluation decisions, key regulatory requirements and other compliance-
related topics

o Targeted Information Packages
« Stakeholder engagement
* Public advisories

» Dedicated Pesticide C&E space on Canada.ca: canada.ca/pesticide-compliance



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcanada.ca%2Fpesticide-compliance&data=05%7C01%7Cannie-france.gravel%40hc-sc.gc.ca%7C2e3ce7d305db42ecb9b308dacbef4933%7C42fd9015de4d4223a368baeacab48927%7C0%7C0%7C638046525822870770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PmLK3Rqi3YDbIracJ9of60soLTxeF%2BAvzfjvE6H00g4%3D&reserved=0
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EXAMPLES OF COMPLIANCE PROMOTION MATERIALS

Fact sheets summarizing coming into force of re-evaluation decisions

March 2023 April 2023

Changes to the registration

End of registration
of linuron pesticides

of chlorpyrifos pesticides

2red under the Pest Control Prod
meet health and en nmenta
luation may 2 alth ¢ = ] 50 requ
to a pro 3 nd application methods.

All pesticides used in Canada must be registered under the Pest Control Products Act. Pesticides are
re-evaluated to ensure that they continue to meet health and environmental safety standards. Re-
evaluation may result in the revocation of a product or product uses. Health Canada may also request
changes to a product's label, including risk mitigation measures, use sites and application methods.

Linuron is an herbicide used to control broadleaf weeds and grassweeds in many crops. The key elements of
the re-evaluation decision for the active ingredient linuron. published on November 5, 2020, are summarized
below.

Chlorpyrifos is an organophosphate insecticide used in agricultural and omamental production, forestry and
mosquito control. The re-evaluation of chlorpyrifos has proceeded in several phases since 2000. The update
of the final re-evaluation decision was published on December 21, 2021.

All pesticides containing chlorpyrifos are cancelled.

Label changes for linuron pesticides, as of November 5, 2022
As of December 10, 2022:

Cancelled uses Cancelled uses delayed to November 5, 2024 The sale of chlorpyrifos pesticides is prohibited.
Stop use on the following crops: for the f""{"""”‘ﬂ_‘ crops: The use of the CITADELA480 EC (registration No. 27479) is prohibited.
T Doy 1 (apple. peach. pear. plumipruns. - 7 Chokechermes As of December 10, 2023:
+ Field comn « Coriander Any use of chlorpyrifos pesticides is prohibited.
* Sweet com + Caraway
= Wheat = Celery DURSBAN 21997
» Oat = Sweet white lupins LORSBAN 4 E 14879
* 22r|::an Interim risk mitigation measures LORSBAN 15 G 16458
.
Sa:katoon berries = Limitations of maximum application rates LORSBAN 50 W 20944
.
« Extension of restricted-entry intervals (REI) LORSBAN NT 29650
Stop the following applications: » Addition of environmental risk mitigation MPOWER 33356
. Aerial MEASUres MPOWER KRYPTON 30985
= With handheld sprayer NUFOS4 E 25831
»  With airblast sprayer PYRATE 480 EC 23704
» With right-of way application eguipment PYRIFOS 15 G 24648
PYRINEX 450 LV EC 33113
Stop pre-emergent application combined with PYRINEX 480 EC 23705
post-harvest application to asparagus WARHAWK 480 EC 2
SHARPHOS 32768

=1
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Concluding Remarks

Looking into the future, Health Canada will continue to:

= Inform regulated parties about their obligations under the Pest Control Products Act and hold them
accountable.

= Increase its efforts on preventing access to and the presence of illegal pest control products in Canada.

= Collaborate with regulators in and outside Canada to support compliance and the protection of Canadians
and the environment.

Thank You For Your Attention! n



Appendix 1- Key Federal Legislative Authorities

1. Pest Control Products Act (PCPA)

Primary Objective — Section 4(1): to prevent unacceptable risks to people and the environment from
the use of pest control products

Prohibitions — Section 6:

« Section 6(1): prohibits the manufacture, possession, handling, storage, transport, import, distribution
and use of unregistered pest control products

» Section 6(5): prohibits handling, storage, transport, use or disposal of a pest control product in a
manner inconsistent with label directions

» Sections 45-60 prescribe all the administration and enforcement authorities (e.g. inspector powers,
seizures, compliance measures)

2. Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative Monetary Penalties Act

Notices of violation (warnings or monetary penalties) are issued Under this Act



Appendix 2 - For More Information

Health Canada Pesticide C&E Section: canada.ca/pesticide-compliance

Health Canada Compliance and Enforcement Policy for Pesticides

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-
management/policies-quidelines/compliance-enforcement-policy-pesticides.html

Health Canada’s Pesticide Compliance Program Activity Report —2022-2023

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-
management/corporate-plans-reports/pesticide-compliance-program-activity-report-2022-2023.html

Health Canada Information Note regarding the use of Drones

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-
management/fact-sheets-other-resources/drones-applying-pesticides.html

Email: pcp-pcp@hc-sc.gc.ca


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcanada.ca%2Fpesticide-compliance&data=05%7C01%7Cannie-france.gravel%40hc-sc.gc.ca%7C2e3ce7d305db42ecb9b308dacbef4933%7C42fd9015de4d4223a368baeacab48927%7C0%7C0%7C638046525822870770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PmLK3Rqi3YDbIracJ9of60soLTxeF%2BAvzfjvE6H00g4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/policies-guidelines/compliance-enforcement-policy-pesticides.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/policies-guidelines/compliance-enforcement-policy-pesticides.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/corporate-plans-reports/pesticide-compliance-program-activity-report-2022-2023.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/corporate-plans-reports/pesticide-compliance-program-activity-report-2022-2023.html
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Annex 3 EXAMPLES OF COMPLIANCE PROMOTION MATERIALS

Examples of fact sheets summarizing key regulatory requirements

May 2023

Importing pesticides January 2024
for personal use in Canada

Vegetative filter strips

Anyone who imports pesticides into Canada must comply with the requirements of Canadian regulations.

e
This document was prepared by Health Canada's Pesticide Compliance Program to summarize the essantial
A sicide i it Canada th — information regarding the construction, maintenance and use of vegetative filter strips (VFS) and the difference
vy pesticide imported into Canada must be registere IMPORTANT : ; " -
by Health Canada: herbicide, insecticide. flea treatment . . petweni e S Pty DU  20n o
for animals, insect repellent, rodent poison, etc. The health and environmental safety of pesticides not
However, there is an exemption for personal use if the registered in Canada has not been assessed by The role of a vegetative filter strip
pesticide meets all the following conditions: Health Canada. They may also not be properly labelled

or packaged to ensure safe use, even if the imported
pesficide has the same name as a pesticide registered

+ the product is imported by a person® for personal A vegetative filter strip (VFS) is a strip of land with permanent vegetation mainly composed of grasses and located

use between a cultivated field and the bank of a body of water. It helps protect surface water located at the bottom of a
+ the product is in its original packaging in Canada. slope by limiting the quantities of pesticides that enter it, as the VFS slows down runoff and filters transported
+ the original label of the product is in English or pesticides. . . _ _ ) .

French and clearly indicates: . ' The use directions of pesticides that are harmful to aguatic organisms, persistent in the environment, poorly
- the active ingredient and its concentration Recognizing a product registered in Canada soluble or which have a high potential for binding to soil particles require a VFS of 10 meters. For some other
» the guantity of the product All pesticides registered in Canada have a Health products, the use directions recommend a VFS as a best management practice.
» aregistration or authorization number from the Canada-approved label with a registration number. It is
country of origin (e.g. U.S. EPA registration important to read a pesticide label carefully, as it
number) contains specific information on how to use it. z H R 5 i
/  the total quantity does not exceed 500 g or i _ Construction and maintenance of a vegetative filter strip
500 mL To find a pesticide label, use our online label search
v the imp 3 product wauld be for domestic use if tool, or search for_ Health Canapa pesticide labels Construction of a VFS Maintenance of a VFS
it were registered in Canada using your favourite search engine. ) )
/ the product is not an organism or a device of a + AVFS must be installed between an agricultural field | « The VFS should be mowed occasionally with
type described in Schedule 1 of the PCPR. and the bank of a surface water body located at the grass reaching at least 15 cm high.
bottom of a slope before the application of a » Avoid compacting the soil and passing heavy
1 The product must be in the importer's possession at the pesticide for which a VFS is required. equipment over the strip.
time of impartation. Online purchases of unregistarad * The VFS must measure at least 10 meters, between | o It is necessary to regularly check whether the
pestl.:idas and their shipment to Canada are not the edge of the field and the body of surface water VFS contains exposed patches, especially after
{ under the plion for pest control products located on a slope (see the diagram in the h infall It or after i i
imported for personal use. C heavy rainfall, snowmelt or after intensive
The Border Senices Ag e o appendix). imigation. Damaged areas must be restored.
he Canada Boer Servicss Agency will refuss satry + The VFS must be compoesed of grasses, but can « Built up =oil should be removed from the stri
ineligible pesticides. Health Canada may impose a also contain other types of plants (shrubsg, trees, " P-
moenatary penalty on the persen importing them. athers)
* The vegetation making up the VFS must be:
For more information o perennial
o with long lifespan

Pest Control Products Regulations (PCPR): hitpsiflaws-lois justice.gc.calengiregulations/SOR-200 o resistant

The PCPR is the official Health da document. In the event of any discrapancy with the contents of this facishest, the o with rigid stem

contents of the PCPR shall prev o deep-rooted

o native

Health Canada's Pesticides Compliance Prugram [PCP) is responsible for enforcing compliance with the Pest
Control Products Act.Visit: canada.cal|

P Canads 17 T Canada

Canada  Canada
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Annex 4: EXAMPLES OF COMPLIANCE PROMOTION MATERIALS

Examples of fact sheets on general pesticide compliance topics
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Under the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA), pest control products, commonly known as pesticides, are products,
devices, substance or living organisms meant to prevent, control or destroy pasts They are used in a great variety

FRME, REMEKIER, 2

E : » 3 | E P RS AR RE AR RAE  MEK A (Health Canada / Santé Canada)iEBKES
- A 5 e

of context, including by agricuiture, forestry and many other i by pes! and by Anyone distributing pesticides in Canada must comply mde£ pep "

the general public. There are more than 7600 registered pesticide products in Canada with the requirements of the Pest Control Products Act

HREERT R SHRIEH .

Examples of pesticides that are regulaled under the PCPA

Plant growth herbicides The Pest Control Products Act regulates products intended to control, destroy, attract or repel pests.
a Insect i icides (i ing fi flea and tick products, insect growth Products include:
regulators, miticides, ovicides = e a 3 2
& T Animairep = — — icides, raps and bait (when herbrlcrldes amma} and insect repellents T
| "% | they contain a pesticide) « fungicides « material and wood preservatives 891l cariada ca/beaticide comuuance’
¢ :I\g:::i’;svreservaﬁves biocides, antifouling paints, wood and « insecticides « sanitizers, including pool and spa products
| | material preservatives i
Devices, including: « rodenticides « devices, including devices emitting UV or ozone el S5 & Canada
« Some UV radiati itting and ing devices meant to control, destroy or P icide. = N K 5
m aciivale iiisas, backeria o cliwe naicn i pesticide-treated articles pet products (against fleas and ticks, for example)
+ Some ultrasonic and electronic repellents
™ L [ Articles treated with pesticides Health Canada conducts inspections wherever pesticides are sold, in stores or online. We do this to
| &_ _ __ _ _ _ ensure that any person or pany selling with the Act. This means that they:
c'; S"mr:‘d"s (derived from natural materials such as animals, plants, bacteria and certain » possess, handle, store, transport, import, distribute or use pesticides that are registered in Canada
[:——)Pesﬁcide active ir and i » handle, store, transport or use registered pesticides according to the label instructions * S f t h t
ﬁ « sell pesticides in their original package or container, as it is prohibited to relabel or ivi OI I I e a.C S e e S are
To verify if a product is a registered pesticide under the PCPA: peaticdes . . .
« Consult the label: All pesticides registered in Canada have a Health Canada-approved label with a | b | f
registration number, presented as: Reg. No. 00000 P.C.P. Act or, Registration No. 00000 Pest Control N aval a e I n O re I n
Products Act o 3 N How to know if the products on the shelves are
« Use the Health Canada's online Pesticide Product Ir Database 2 .canada i Advertising or selling pesticides that have  registered I
registrylen/product-search.htmi ) not been registered in Canada, have s an g u ag eS
« Contact the Pest M ent Information Service (https: canada. been discontinued or their regi P es registered by Health Canada have a
usfpest-management-information-service.html) have expired are common examples of registration number on the label. For example
non-compliance. * Reg. No. 00000 P.C.P. Act

= g « Registration No. 00000 Pest Control Products Act
For more information Non-compliance with the Act can You can confirm that a product has registered status by

result in enforcement measures. usi - " t lip
Pest Control Product Act (PCPA): https:iflaws-lois justice.qc calenglacts/P-0.01/page-1.htmi. using cu[ Seath Product Lz:bel online tool: hitps:/ipr-
The Pest Control Products Act (PCPA) is the official Health Canada document. In the event of any discrepancy with the contents of m.he-sc.qc.calls-refindex-eng.php. You can also access
this document, the contents of the PCPA shall prevail. this tool by typing "Health Canada pesticide labels™ in a
web search engine.

Use-Site Category (USC) Definitions for Conventional Chemical Pesticides : hitps:/ivww.canada calenheaith-
canadalservices/consumer- safety/pesticides-pest-management/registra licants/product. lication/use-site-caf
daco-tables/definitions-conventional-chemical-pesticides _htmi

For more information

Health Canada's Pesticide Compliance Program (PCP) is responsible for the enforcement of the Pest Control Products Act.
Visit: htips:/icanada.capesticide-compliance

Health Canada's Pesticides Compliance Program (PCP) is responsible for enforcing compliance with
the Pest Control Products Act. Visit canada.ca/pesticide-compliance.

s U
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Annex 5: EXAMPLES OF COMPLIANCE PROMOTION MATERIALS

Other communication materials

Pesticide compliance on Canada.ca Introduction Video to Health Canada’s

.. : Pesticide Compliance Program
canada.ca/pesticide-compliance P g

I* Government  Gouvernement 5 8 e 5
of Canada  du Canada Search Canada.ca n Health Canada’s Pesticide Compliance Program

With described video ‘

MENU «
Transcript

Canada.ca » Health » Product safety » Pest control products

Pesticides compliance and enforcement: Overview .

Activities and results Information for regulated parties Fey
Resources Contact us u -
([ ]
a
gl ¢ @
© \ "4
o

Health Canada's Pesticide Compliance Program (PCP) is responsible for promoting, monitoring and enforcing <
compliance with the Pest Control Products Act (act) and its regulations. The legislation aims to protect human health and %
safety and the environment by requlating the use of "pest control products”, also known as pesticides.

PCP operates under the Regulatory Operations and Enforcement Branch, Health Canada's dedicated compliance and
enforcement branch. It coordinates and delivers its activities nationally with inspectors across Canada.

I 00:00:00 / 00:02:47

PCP strives to prevent unauthorized pesticides from being available on the Canadian market. It also verifies that ) ‘

regulated parties operate according to the act. These include:

¢ importers
* exporters
¢ manufacturers
* online and offline distributors and retailers 20

* users of pesticide users whose purposes are:



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcanada.ca%2Fpesticide-compliance&data=05%7C01%7Cannie-france.gravel%40hc-sc.gc.ca%7C2e3ce7d305db42ecb9b308dacbef4933%7C42fd9015de4d4223a368baeacab48927%7C0%7C0%7C638046525822870770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PmLK3Rqi3YDbIracJ9of60soLTxeF%2BAvzfjvE6H00g4%3D&reserved=0
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