PESTICIDE
REGULATORY

EDUCATION PROGRAM

Happy Birthday,
PREP!

35 Years and Much
More to Come

Lisa Blecker, PREP Administrator
Colorado State University

March 3, 2025



PREP Co-founders



PREP Started as a "Good Idea”

~ Pesticide
| — Officials Pilot
| Program (POPP)

Jake Mackenzie, Dennis Pendleton
US EPA OPP UC Davis Extension
(Based out of EPA’s Region g
San Francisco Office)
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What Happened?

= 1989 Jake and Dennis formed a

EPA & AAPCO

5 Comprehensive Combo

= Original goal was to provide quality ~ *29°  courses 126
professional education for pesticide |
requlators 3 Comprehensive Combo
9 1991 5 Ground Water =
= Develop a one-time regulatory 1 Comprehensive Combo
training program for state & tribal 1992 2 Ground Water 104

pesticide managers 2 Endangered Species

= Created a 9-day curriculum within
six months

"After the second year the program was off and running — Jake MacKenzie”
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PESTICIDE OFFICIALS PILOT PROGRAM

University of California Extension
Davis, California
Spring, 1990

Five comprehensive training courseg for senior managers of
pesticide regulatory programs throughout the U.S. will be held
this spring on the Davis campus. These courses are designed to
provide practical, up-to-date information on technical, peolicy,
and management issues related to pesticide programs, assisting
program managers in addressing the emerging pesticide issues of
the 19%0s., Course instructors include experts from the
University of California, other universities, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the California Department of

Food and Agriculture, other governmental agencies, and private
industry.

Topics to be covered during the program include:

Environmental fate of pesticides

Alternative agriculture: alternative means of pest control
Ground water protection programs

Ground water/soil monitoring, analysis and remediation
Toxicology of pesticides

Risk assessment, management and communication

Program management

Wew pesticide regulations

Worker protection and safety
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How Was PREP Funded?

* AAPCO members approved a Year | Funding
slight decrease in state "STAG" Level
funds

* Funded by both OPP and OECA

= OPP added funds in 2017 to
support tribal participation

= PREP fully funded most years

* Funding remains at $535k annually

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program

1990
2001
2011
2020

2024

$500,000
$500,000
$500,000
$535,000
$535,000

Average

Course
Days

25
20
15
16

#Attendees
126
131
104

125

100



PREP’s Timeline

1990- 2014: PREP ad
2014-2019: PREP ac
2020-2021: PREP ac
2022-present: PREP ad

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program

ministered
ministered

ministerec

ministered

Pesticide Officials Pilot Program (POPP)
March 13-21, 1990 (9 days!) First Course

Pesticide Officials Program (POP)

Pesticide Reqgulatory Education Program (PREP)
Five courses/year 1990-2013
Four courses/year 2014 to present

oy UC Davis Extension, CA
by Washington State University
oy UC Statewide IPM Program

by Colorado State University



PREP Administrators

PESTICIDE
REGULATORY

EDUCATION PROGRAM

1990 - 2013 2014 - 2019 2019 - present
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Jake Mackenzie
1990-2001

EPA’'s PREP Coordinators

JohnWard DeaZimmerman
2002-2007 2008-2018

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program

Cindy Wire
2019-present
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PREP by the Numbers

= Served states, tribes and territories
for 34 Seasons!! (1990-2024)

* Educated roughly 5,014 attendees
* Did not count all EPA attendees

= Offered approximately 174 courses
through 2024

= Offered 46 unique courses
= Held courses in 21 states

= Conducted g online during pandemic

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program

PREP Course Locations
from 1990-2024




How Does PREP Measure Success?

From you!
Through evaluations and
testimonials

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program
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PREP Testimonials

P _PREP Network Testimonials

Watch on 3 Youlube
https:// i |

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program

)

/t

timonials/


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagsci.colostate.edu%2Fagbio%2Fprep%2Ftestimonials%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWire.Cindy%40epa.gov%7Cfeb8e5c7fa1249ae64bf08dd56a26411%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638761977645831257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DTN5%2FY16JRC%2Fdj%2BzvFn2ksBeVvMMQZYAPVmGmlPGj5M%3D&reserved=0

. Focused
R | £ Learning

Why PREP Works ,

Everyone is “all in” — Jake MacKenzie




Focused Learning
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Field Trips

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program
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100" PREP Course

Structural Pest Control Issues
Las Cruces, NM
May 2008 =
Photo at White Sands, NM
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PREP’s 25t Anniversary:
Senior Executive PREP

1]

August 2014

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program







March 2020: PREP Online?

|
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Stephen Baca
(NM)

Mary Tom inson
(ME)

Marie Blankenship
( (E’PAl)

James Cunningham

Harris Walters Nevlin Williams
() (UsvI)

S
Lisa Blecker

Derek Entz

) Gindy Wire

(EPA)

Matthew Bosiak Laura Brookshire

(W)

' ’ZJerry Sauter
(ND)

Michael Woods
(IL)

i b w
James Carpentier

NY)_ =

arle Iﬁﬁlen _
(EPA)

Jennifer Teerlink

Daniel Sheffield
(AL) (CA)

PREP Pesticides and Water Quality Course

September 27 - 30, 2021

“Together, we still shine online.”

‘.PREP NETWORK

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program




ORCEMENT & COMPLIANGE PREP PARTICIPANTS

THE ENF

e



oA

What’s Next for PREP

2020 Goals: 2025 Goals:

Document PREP’s history Award five-
year grant

Merge all historical data

Rethink annual call for input

Develop a charter (under to the PREP Program

construction)
Partner with EPA’'s PIRT

Use an online networking Program

platform

Collect PREP testimonials

26 Pesticide Regulatory Education Program
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PREP Team

Lisa Blecker

Alicia Lenners

PREP Administrator PREP Facilitator

Colorado State University

Cindy Wire
PREP Coordinator

(970) 491-6027 Colorado State University U.S. EPAOCSPP

lisa.blecker@colostate.edu alicia.lenners@colostate.edu

Wire.Cindy@epa.gov

Pesticide Regulatory Education Program

Suzanne Forsyth
PREP Advisor

UC Davis Continuing &

Professional Education
spforsyth@ucdavis.edu



mailto:Wire.Cindy@epa.gov
mailto:spforsyth@ucdavis.edu
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