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About NPMA
The National Pest Management Association is a trade 

association representing the structural pest management 
industry. We protect America’s food, health and property and 
are predominantly composed of small businesses. A segment 

of our membership does disinfectant services as well.
More colloquially, we keep pests out of your homes, your 
kid’s schools, your grandparent’s nursing homes, and the 
local restaurants you’re supporting with takeaway. We’re 

been declared an essential industry both at the federal level 
and in every state. 



Preemption is NPMA’s #1 Policy Issue: we would like to see 
preemption passed at the federal level designating EPA/state lead 
agencies as equal co-regulators or on a state-by-state basis in all 50 
states.
Preemption means that our businesses have clear, consistent, and 
uniform pesticide regulations when they operate in multiple 
jurisdictions across a state.
NPMA strongly supports the EPA and state lead agencies as co-
regulators of pesticides. We believe that FIFRA has a strong 
science-based process that results in consistent pesticide 
regulation and conditions of use.



Science Based & Dependable Regulation

Cities, Counties, Boroughs and Parishes do not have the 
scientific knowledge to evaluate pesticides, nor the budget to 
do so (especially during COVID!)

Without adequate funding and scientific knowledge, then 
decisions become political and/or emotion. Who yells the 
loudest at a city council meeting shouldn’t determine 
conditions of use.



NPMA’s Involvement with Preemption: Federal

• We made a push during the 2018 Farm Bill and had 
language inserted into the House version, but 
unfortunately it was not included in Senate version or 
the final conference report.

• NPMA made this an issue during our 2020 Legislative 
Day in March 2020.



NPMA’s Involvement with Preemption: Federal

• We continue to discuss this on the Hill, not only to 
educate policymakers but also because of a specific 
piece of legislation: The Protect America’s Children 
from Toxic Pesticides Act (PACTPA).

• Introduced in summer of 2020 (116th) it has expired, 
but we’ve heard it will likely be reintroduced. 



PACTPA Would, Among Many Changes to FIFRA…
• Creates a citizen petition process to ban pesticides as 

“dangerous”
• Any pesticide banned/suspended in EU/Canada would 

be automatically suspended in U.S. The bill’s sponsors 
estimate this would immediately suspend 1/3 of current 
pesticides

• Remove preemption nationwide



We’ve used PACTPA as an opportunity to educate 
policymakers on what preemption actually is, and why it’s 
important. 

We’ve also used this as an opening to talk about how 
FIFRA operates and how pesticides are registered. Staff 
are not usually knowledgeable about pesticide 
registration, so it’s been an important educational 
opportunity.



NPMA’s Involvement with Preemption: State

• This has been an issue we have worked in many, many 
states. 

• States with preemption: we are keen to see it remain.
• States without preemption: we would love for it to be 

passed.



Preemption State of Play

Alaska, Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland and Nevada do 
not have a pesticide preemption law, meaning that localities in 
these states can and do have different regulations for 
pesticides.

Many states that do have preemption have seen serious 
legislative or legal efforts to roll back preemption.





Preemption: Case Study #1

Virginia currently has preemption. 
But if it were removed, what would be the impact? On 
businesses? On the localities themselves? 



Virginia has 95 
counties and 38 
independent 
cities, meaning 
there could be 
133 different 
variations on the 
regulation of a 
given pesticide, 
subject to change 
at any time. 



Preemption: Case Study #2

It’s easy to say “well this COULD happen….” but I always find 
it more useful to talk about facts. 
Maine does not have preemption. So, what has been the 
practical effect of that?





Without preemption, cities, counties, boroughs and parishes can all 
regulate pesticides differently, creating a patchwork of regulation. 

That’s impossible for any business, but especially small businesses to 
navigate. 

Pesticide regulation is a partnership: agencies and industry want 
pesticides to be applied within the bounds of the label and all 

applicable regulations. In order to fulfill our end of the bargain, help 
us but ensuring pesticide regulation is always science-based, clear 

and consistent across jurisdictions.
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