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The USEPA Region 2 Pre-SFIREG meeting was held by conference call on April 29, 

2020.  New York, New Jersey, the US Virgin Islands (states) and USEPA Region 2 

participated on the call.  Puerto Rico was unable to participate on the call.  Several of 

the topics discussed during this call were as follows:   

2022-2025 FIFRA Cooperative Agreement Guidance- The Region 2 states were 

asked to provide input and comment on the 2022-2025 FIFRA Cooperative Agreement 

Guidance for OPP.  The following items were brought up by the participants:  

• Allow the placement of inactive tasks on a separate tab to make the form less 

cumbersome, 

• Group the tasks together to facilitate the review and reporting, 

• There is redundancy in some tasks, 

• Tasks should be able to be sorted by key activity, 

• Water quality data difficult to obtain in some instances, 

• Move water quality data to a picklist item,  

• Water quality data submitted to USEPA doesn’t seem to be accessible to the 

states, and 

• A training session on the use of the guidance would be beneficial.   

Paraquat Labeling - Certified Applicator Requirement- The group discussed the 

changes to the Paraquat labeling regarding the need to for applicator certification and 

additional training requirements. There doesn’t seem to be a concern associated with 

the label changes and states have not received significant feedback on the applicator 

certification requirements.   

The Region 2 states have not received many questions related to the additional training 

requirements, but the states did mention that some of the training sessions have been 

cancelled due to COVID-19. In addition, USEPA Region 2 provided information on 

behalf of Puerto Rico indicating the that applicators in Puerto Rico were having difficulty 

finding appropriate training in Spanish. This issue is currently being worked on by the 

National Pesticide Education Center and PSEP.  

Dicamba 2020 Growing Season- As in previous years, the Region 2 states do not 

have dicamba issues to report.  

Revised C&T Plans- The Region 2 states submitted their amended Certification and 

Training Plans to USEPA Region 2 on time, although there were challenges in meeting 

the timeline. Some states have already received feedback from USEPA on their plans 

while others have not. There were no difficulties associated with the process of 

submitting the plans, but certain states do have concerns associated with the review 

and approval process.   



The submittal of draft regulatory language to USEPA is challenging for some states to 

accomplish due to state rulemaking procedures.  These rulemaking procedures led 

certain states to supply general regulatory concepts outlining the sections of the 

regulations that will be changed to reflect the federal requirements.  It was thought that 

general regulatory concepts would be acceptable for Plan submittal, but USEPA 

requested specific regulatory language to assist them with their initial adequacy 

determination for the Plans.   

For states with plans that were not considered adequate during the initial review 

process there is a need to amend the submitted plan to provide more information to 

USEPA. This additional information will need to be supplied while still adhering to the 

public participation process associated with the state regulatory procedures. USEPA 

Region 2 suggested that the states look at the latest Certification and Training Plan 

Questions and Answers prior to submitting the amended Plans. The Questions and 

Answers have been updated to provide additional information, including information 

associated with the requirements for certification category competency standards. In 

addition, USEPA expressed their interest in working with the states to complete the 

regional plan review in a timely manner to allow adequate time for USEPA 

Headquarters review. 

COVID-19- COVID-19 has created substantial difficulties for the Region 2 state 

pesticide programs.  The pesticide applicator certification exam process has been put 

on hold, since states were required to cancel exam sessions. The Region 2 states have 

cancelled hundreds of exams over the last several months, which has created a 

significant hardship on the pesticide applicator community. Several options are being 

explored by the states to get the exam process going again, which include third-party 

exam proctoring, on-line exams, and drive-in exams. Pesticide businesses have voiced 

concerns that they are not able to get staff certified to apply pesticides commercially. To 

accommodate pesticide businesses New Jersey has made special allowances for 

noncertified applicators to take required training on-line instead of in the classroom.  

This training will allow these individuals to work under the supervision of a certified 

applicator. In addition, this training will also allow noncertified applicators to take an 

exam when they become available.      

Due to the COVID-19 crisis there has been a larger than normal number of antimicrobial 

pesticides being sold and used.  In many cases these pesticides are not registered or 

being applied properly.  This increased sale and use has created a significant additional 

workload for the Region 2 states. 

The Region 2 states on the call have currently placed the inspection process on hold.  

In order to begin the inspection process again states are considering option that will 

allow for non-exposure or social distancing inspections.  

The availability of respirators and appropriate fit testing services have been an ongoing 

concern for the Region 2 states during this crisis and has been an issue raised by the 



applicator community.  Many of the label and WPS required PPE resources as well as 

fit testing services have been reserved for medical personnel, which is creating a 

shortage of these materials and services for pesticide applicators.  The states are 

working with the applicator community on this issue.     

Although most of the Region 2 states believe that they will be able to make their 

cooperative agreement commitments, some feel that there may be a need to adjust 

cooperative agreements due to this crisis. The states will ask for USEPA assistance if 

there is a need for adjustment.  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

      

 


