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May 25th, 2020 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

State Lead Agencies                            EPA Region 1        EPA HQ, OPP, Antimicrobial Division 

              Kristen Willis 

CT: Zach Donais                                     John Bowman                   

ME: Megan Patterson                           Sharon Hayes 

MA: Taryn LaScola                                 Kan Tham 

NH: David Rousseau                              Beth Kudarauskas 

RI: Howard Cook                                     Stephanie Carr 

VT: Linda Boccuzzo                                 Tristan Pluta 

       Cary Giguere                                     Rob Koethe 

       Patti Casey                                       Andrea Szylvian 

        Erica Cummings 

        Kanika Gandhi 

 

 

EPA REGION 1 UPDATES: 

COVID-19 Update  

Regional EPA provided states with an update relative to COVID-19.  EPA has developed/is still developing 

several guidance documents relative to COVID-19 related issues.  

 

Antimicrobial OPP Response (Kristin Willis, EPA Antimicrobial Division) 

Kristin Willis from the Antimicrobial Division of EPA provided a short summary of EPA’s actions relative 

to antimicrobials and COVID-19.  

 

C&T State Plan Update 

EPA is still on track to complete their completeness review by July. 

 

Enforcement 

Several states have referred cases to the region related to misbranding and misuse. 

 

 

DISINFECTANT COMPANIES/LICENSE (DISCUSSION AMONG STATES) 

States discussed the current status licensing requirements for companies that perform disinfectant 

services. A few states received complaints relative to this type of work. 
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MOSQUITO PLANNING/EXPECTATION FOR THIS YEAR (DISCUSSION AMONG STATES) 

States are anticipating another bad EEE year and are planning accordingly.  There is some additional 

concern since most of the public health departments that are working on COVID-19 are also the same 

teams that work on EEE. 

 

States are seeing a rise in complaints that involve the private mosquito/tick companies. 

 

PPE AND APPLICATORS (MAINE TO LEAD THE DISCUSSION)  

Some states are concerned with the lack of PPE available to growers.  It was noted that some other 

states have put together a consortium (not Ag specific) that people can use to purchase PPE. 

 

REGIONAL LABORATORY CAPACITY (VERMONT TO LEAD DISCUSSION) 

Vermont asked where states were having their samples tested and if there was any thought or need to 

consolidate in the region-as infrastructure for laboratories continues to increase in cost and if there was 

an efficiency to be gained in the region. Most states in NE use their own state labs and are happy with 

their current structure, but in some capacity unknown. The states that do not have their own lab ship 

samples to other state and would be interested in a regional approach 

 

STATE UPDATE 

The states provided updates.  For the most part, Region 1 states are working from home with limited 

time in the field.  A few of the states have begun giving pesticide exams in vehicles and has found that 

while time consuming it is working.  Otherwise the pesticide programs are active and working with 

adjustments. 

 

One state brought up the fact there is a heightened concern relative to PFAS and Fluorinated 

Compounds in pesticide products.  Other states in Region 1 have noticed the same.  The states reached 

out separately over the last year to EPA to receive clarification and were informed that PFAS are not in 

pesticides.  Despite the states informing concerned parties of this, they are still asking the question.  

 

 


