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PESTICIDE PROGRAM DIALOGUE COMMITTEE (PPDC) 
 

REPORT TO FULL SFIREG 
June 2020 

 
The Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee (PPDC) is a broadly representative federal advisory 
committee, which meets with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) biannually to discuss pesticide 
regulatory, policy, and program implementation issues. https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-advisory-
committees-and-regulatory-partners/pesticide-program-dialogue-committee-ppdc  The PPDC Charter 
and current membership list is available at https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-advisory-committees-and-
regulatory-partners/ppdc-charter-and-membership .   
 
On February 1, 2020, the PPDC (re)chartering process had been completed and a full, 40 member 
committee, consisting of 21 new and 19 returning member had been selected.  The first meeting of the 
Committee was held via Adobe Connect May 21-22, 2020.  The virtual meeting attracted a record 250+ 
attendees on Day 1 and 180+ attendees on Day 2. 
 
PPDC Meeting – May 20-21, 20201 
 
Discussion items included: 
 Overview of EPA Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP) COVID-19 Activities 
 Emergency Preparedness and Action Plan 
 Emerging Technologies 
 OPP Risk Assessment 
 OPP Activities Updates 
 PPDC Work Group Formation 

. 
Select Discussion Highlights 
 
EPA OPP COVID-19 Activities 
 
Discussion included an overview of the EPA activities in response to COVID-19 including: 

• EPA Emerging Viral Pathogen Guidance  -  The guidance, a proactive effort enacted prior to 
COVID-19 , provides for a two-step process to enable the use of EPA-registered disinfectant 
products against emerging viral pathogens not identified on the product label if registrants have 
data showing their products are effective against harder to kill viruses.  Eligibility requirements 
include: 

o  the product is an EPA-registered, hospital/healthcare or broad- spectrum disinfectant 
with directions for use on hard, porous or nonporous surfaces AND  

o the currently accepted product label has disinfectant efficacy claims against at least one 
of specified viral pathogen groupings. 
 

                                                
1 Full agenda, presentation materials and transcripts for the May PPDC Meeting is available at 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-advisory-committees-and-regulatory-partners/pesticide-program-dialogue-
committee-ppdc  . Additional meeting information including workgroup meetings is available at  
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-advisory-committees-and-regulatory-partners/pesticide-program-dialogue-
committee-ppdc#meetings 
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• List N – List N is updated weekly and currently includes over 400 disinfectants for use against 
SARS-CoV-2.  Recently added is a search feature for List N.  In addition to the list of 
disinfectants, frequently asked questions and submission, information for registrants is also 
available.  https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2 . 
It was noted that the list designation as “N” simply reflects the next letter available in the EPA 
listing convention. 
 

• Modification to Registration Process – To avoid disruptions in the supply chain, EPA has 
modified their registration process to allow the following: 

o Substitution of sources of active ingredients 
o Substitution of sources of inert ingredients 
o Addition of EPA-registered establishments 

In allowing these modifications, EPA does not anticipate these changes will result in substantive 
changes to the final product formulations. EPA may make these procedures permanent in the 
future however only after a providing the opportunity for public comment. 
 

• Human Coronavirus Efficacy Testing Program – Building on a 20-year history, testing has begun 
against the SARS-CoV-2 through the Environmental Science Center at Ft. Meade. The method 
will be evaluated for testing products against human coronavirus on porous surfaces. Assuming 
the test method for soft porous materials is verified and standardized, EPA will issue regulatory 
guidance. 
 

In addition to the above, EPA is considering other requests for flexibility including: 
• providing increased communications for consumers at the point of sale 
• addressing shortages of personal protective equipment 
• additional options for providing annual worker protection training 
• expanded flexibilities for continuing applicator certification programs 

 
PPDC member discussion included concerns regarding the (increased) use of disinfectants and the need 
for a comprehensive human and environmental risk assessment; the need for EPA to encourage states to 
expand certification through reciprocity for both Ag and NonAg applications; the need for options to 
ensure the required training under the Worker Protection Standards can be conducted; and the need for 
options for testing for prospective applicators given the pandemic.  Additional discussion included a 
question regarding ensuring compliance with the training requirements under WPS and the need for 
consistency between states in enforcement.   
 
On behalf of AAPCO, provided information regarding state/territorial inspection/investigation program 
including enforcement responses policies, specifically in response to the questions regarding ensuring 
compliance with the Worker Protection Standard. In addition, regarding options for testing of prospective 
applicators, provided an overview of the challenges faced by states due to COVID-19 and testing, 
implications for State Certification Programs. Examples of testing options being made available by states 
were also provided.  
 
 
Emerging Technologies 
 
Discussion focused on emerging technologies and the implications for pesticide use in the future. Central 
to the discussion was ensuring health and safety while allowing incorporation of technologies (i.e.: what 

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
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does the risk assessment look like?)  and, given many pesticide labels were developed before the 
existence of these technologies, what changes are necessary? 
 
EPA provided an overview of current projects, which fall under this broad umbrella, including: 

• OPP Information Technology Digital Transformation 
• OPPEL 
• QR Codes 
• Web-distributed labeling 
• EPA UAV Workgroup 
• Commodity Classic (Association of Equipment Manufacturers) 
• Participation in AAPCO Technologies Workgroup 

 
EPA offered two questions potentially for further discussion within PPDC: 

1. How should EPA obtain a greater understanding of how the use of emerging technologies leads 
to reduced or increased risks that differ from those resulting from current methods? 

2. What changes to EPA’s approach to labels, if any, are needed to accommodate emerging 
technologies? 

 
On behalf of AAPCO, provided an overview of the activities of the Technologies Workgroup specifically 
the initial focus on Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs)/Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS), and 
completion of the survey of states/tribes/territories in January 2020.  From the survey, the following focus 
areas for the work group were identified: 
 

• Pesticide Labeling; 
• Worker Protection Standard (WPS) Requirements; 
• Certification of pesticide applicators; and 
• Consistency (in approaches) across Regions. 

 
The Workgroup is planning to develop guidance/FAQ and remain actively engaged with EPA. EPA is a 
participant in the Technologies Workgroup.  While often thought of in terms of Ag, examples of this agile 
and innovative industry were offered including the integration UAV/UAS into traditional aerial 
applications and the adapting to new application areas, e.g. disinfectants to large areas such as a stadium 
or convention center. 
 
PPDC members questioned use of UAV/UAS in Ag, indicating this seem to be a niche as some have 
seem little use or interest from private applicators/growers of minor use crops. It was offered that perhaps 
these technologies are, at least currently, being primarily used by commercial applicators.  In addition, 
EPA and AAPCO were asked to encourage states to automate pesticide registration processes so new 
pesticides and amended labels can be made available quickly and the implementation of technologies can 
be expedited. 
 
 
PPDC Work Group Formation 
 
EPA began the discussion with an introduction to PPDC Workgroups and their role in informing 
Committee work. Recent examples include the Pollinator Protection Plan Metrics and Public Health 
Workgroups.  PPDC Workgroups are given a specific charge with a finite time period for completion.  
Workgroup recommendations are considered by the full PPDC and forwarded to EPA as appropriate.  
Workgroup members include PPDC Members as well as other interested stakeholders.  
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As part of the discussion, EPA requested from the Committee potential topics to be considered within a 
workgroup.  EPA indicated a maximum of 3 workgroups would be deemed appropriate. Suggestions 
included: 

1. Emerging Technologies 
2. Consist Label Formatting 
3. Emerging Pathogens 
4. Resistance Management 
5. Worker Protection 
6. Certification & Training 

 
On behalf of AAPCO, encouraged any newly formed workgroups liaison with any existing workgroups, 
for example, Emerging Technologies and Labeling.  Provided a brief overview of the AAPCO SFIREG 
Label Improvement Project.  Should either of these topics be selected, recommend AAPCO SFIREG have 
a representatives on the PPDC Workgroup. 
 
EPA requested that for each of the items above, the specific issues and potential scope of work be 
summarized and forwarded to EPA for consideration.  EPA will determine those areas where stakeholder 
feedback would assist EPA. 
 
PPDC Members indicated their willingness to provide the requested information to EPA and their desire 
not to wait until the next PPDC to begin Workgroup activities. 
 
 
Public Comment 
 
The meeting concluded with a public comment period: 

− Risk Assessment – Comments focused on the perceived deficiencies in the current risk 
assessment process, specifically, 1) the need for a more robust data set to include a sufficient 
range of organisms when considering toxicological data; 2) assessments do not reflect common 
use patterns; and 3) model parameters do not reflect urban areas and should be refined. 

− Neonics – Comments focused on the current registration review and what is seen as an under-
estimation of risk. It was suggested that additional mitigation methods be implemented.  In 
addition, the labeling of impregnated materials was identified as needing to be amended. 

− Pesticides In Water – Comments focused on perceived data gaps for use in risk assessment, 
specifically, pesticides in wastewater discharges, for example, from the use of disinfectants and 
spot on animal treatments. In addition, risk assessments tend to focus on Ag use. Urban run-off 
needs to be considered in the risk assessment. 

  
  

Next PPDC Meeting – November 2020 (Tentative) 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Liza Fleeson Trossbach, AAPCO Representative to PPDC 


